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E-mail Prayer Chain


To receive the Foothills Emmaus Community 


E-mail Prayer Chain or to submit a prayer request, call Mike Reid at 463-6446 or e-mail him at:


� HYPERLINK mailto:Usscowpens5@cs.com ��Usscowpens5@cs.com�








Paul Turner, Deedie Belangia, Teams, & Pilgrims for Walk #23 


For God to continue to bless our land


Methodist ministers that moved this June and their new churches


David Tucker, Luke and Kathy Mims nephew, has a brain tumor


Mike McIntyre & his triplets, loss of his job


Family of Odell Wrenn


Christina Turner for peace at work


Africa University


Summer mission teams


Jerry and Elaine Hembree (Foothills Walk #18), Jerry has cancer


Sam Fulbright, friend of Stan and Maxine Stribling, cancer is out of remission


Stiffey & Mayer families - Colon cancer diagnosed in family member


Paige, Missy, & Jeffrey Basista who lost their father in January


Tim and Sherri Guin and their families, sudden death of Sherri’s brother


Robert and Debbie Brown, cancer and loss of her brother to suicide

















Pray for One Another





Next Gathering: 


July 20 at 7:30





Covenant UMC 


1310 Old Spartanburg


Greer, SC



































REMINDER





As of June 15, we have 19 men and 31 ladies registered for the spring walks.  Now is the time to ask for a commitment from the people that God is leading you to sponsor.  Please send completed pilgrim registration and sponsor forms with the $25 deposit ASAP to:


Reba Scott


107 Sandhurst Drive


Simpsonville, SC 29680


Questions: (864) 963-9826








The Best Part of Africa





Since we’ve been back, the question most often asked is: What was your favorite part or what was the best part of Africa?  There were so many aspects to our trip, it’s hard to pick just one, and it’s even harder to tell you all about that one thing in this single page, but here goes a try.  


The absolute best part was experiencing such unity in the body of Christ.  There was an immediate acceptance of these foreigners in this beautiful land.  They showed a genuine concern for us and made us not just feel like a special guest, but like a life long friend you are catching up with.  


The students have nightly devotional in the student union where they sing songs, someone presents the devotional, the group is asked to share comments, and there are prayer requests taken.  We were invited to join them.  The very first night, a man named Charles gave the devotional on not being ashamed of the gospel of Christ.  He was from Liberia and told a story of how as the troops move through the towns in Liberia, they seek out the pastors.  Often the pastors will hide and the soldiers will pull them out into the streets and questions them.  “Are you not the pastor of this town who has been praying that we would not come?”  So many of the pastors would deny it and then be shot and killed.  Charles told of one story where the pastor met the troop head on.  


“Are you not the pastor of this town who has been praying that we would not come?” 


“Yes, I am and I have my weapon with me,” he said as he held up his Bible. 


“You are telling us that you are the pastor of this town?”


“Yes, and I will not stop preaching the gospel no matter what you do to me.”


And they let him go.


We Americans were shell-shocked.  How can we comment on this?  How can we even comprehend what it’s like to come from a country like that?  


But more importantly, isn’t it amazing that he felt us worthy to share that with us?  We were not just welcomed, we were brought into the fold to bear one another’s burdens.  A common phrase you would hear among the Africans was “Oh, we must pray about that.”  They would immediately make others burdens, our burdens, their own.


On Thursday of the first week, James came from the jobsite and felt a little queasy.  By the time dinner came around, he was really sick.  It wasn’t anything wrong with the water or the food, it’s just 13,000 miles away from home and we’re not used to their bacteria.  James left the dinner table to get back to the room.  A student, Chapman, was sitting next to him and quickly asked if James was all right.  I told him he wasn’t feeling well and that when I finished my dinner I would go check on him.  Chapman asked if I thought we would make devotionals.  I didn’t think so, but asked that they pray for him.  They did at devotionals, Chapman came by the dorms to check on James that evening, and as a group the students got together to pray for him.  Africans take sickness very seriously since so many die of diseases we don’t even think about.  Each one greeted him with great concern the next morning at breakfast.  They made our burdens their own.


Now even though we are sharing burdens, we never really found out the whole story from the students themselves.  The information office at the university would fill us in.  For example, Chapman, that came to check on James, is from Sierra Leone on the West Coast of Africa.  He is studying Theology and will be at Africa University for four years without once going home.  He is 41 years old with a wife, a 13-year-old boy and a 6-year-old girl at home in Sierra Leone.  Another student, Bonaventure is from Rwanda where the war between the Hutus and Tutsis has waged for over 10 years.  Bonventure walked from Rwanda to Zimbabwe, nearly a quarter of the continent, to attend Africa University.  When he arrived, all he had were the clothes on his back and an extra pair of pants.  


Now the students don’t always tell us these stories, but they do tell us their dreams, because they have a greater vision of the future than of the past.  They dream beyond the problems they have faced and are facing.  Chapman has started two churches in Sierra Leone and has a sister church in Arizona.  He stays so far away from his family to further the kingdom of Christ.  He quotes, “The harvest is great and the workers are few.”  Bonaventure is the son of a Hutu and a Tutsi.  He is studying African affairs and plans to go back to Rwanda to enter the government and work for peace.  These students think much larger than themselves, so their immediate problems are not what is foremost in their mind.  


But it’s even more than thinking beyond themselves, it’s a mindset that is uniquely African.  Most of the mother tongues they speak use the same word for “I” and “we”, because they do not see a difference between the individual and the family, the individual and the community, the individual and the nation, the individual and the body of Christ.  This is why I think they accepted us so naturally.  It took no effort on their part.  We are Christians, we are part of the body of Christ, therefore in their minds “we” or “I” included me, a neon white American from South Carolina.


De Colores!


Jennifer Peavey











Walk in the Light

















FALL WALKS


Men’s 10/11-14


Women’s 10/18-21








To host a Gathering 


Contact 


Maggie Hopper at rdhopper@juno.com


or 864-877-2277





From I-85 turn west on Pelham Rd.


Turn immediately right on Dry Pocket


Left on Batesville Road and


Left on Old Spartanburg Road


Church will be on your right





OR if you miss Dry Pocket 


Go a mile down Pelham Rd.


Turn right on Boiling Springs Rd


Turn right on Old Spartanburg


Church will be on your left














Special July Gathering





The gathering this month will be a very			special time for the community.  Like			last year, we will be having a exciting			showcase of special talents from 			volunteers in the community, followed 			by an incredible ice cream social.	  		Child-care will not be provided since		 	the children are welcome to participate 			in the gathering.  Expect to hear and participate in some great singing, to be spell bound by special storytellers, and to come away refreshed and renewed in our worship of the Lord – He’s guaranteed to attend!  If you have a special talent you’d like to share, contact Maggie Hopper at 877-2277 or Amy Hanson at 226-4790.











July 6, 2001





Here I Am, Lord


I have recently started attending a new church.  One Sunday, we sang Here I am Lord, one of the good Emmaus songs or at least one that always reminds me of swaying in the conference room.  As the service continued, I started looking around and what did I see… Emmaus people everywhere: they were in the choir, they were leading the children’s sermon, they were the ushers, they were working the sound system, they were the ones offering prayer concerns and guess what was standing behind the pulpit…someone from the our last women’s walk… and she was in the role of Pastor.  In fact, one member of our Emmaus community was there just as a sign of support for her friend who was the new pastor.  I started to think, isn’t this a distinct part of the Walk to Emmaus - to equip the saints to return to their local churches, “get involved” and support each other?  Yes, it has made my first few visits to this church easier because I saw so many Emmaus faces, but it also reaffirmed to me that the Lord is at work in our Foothills Emmaus community.  So many of our members are active in their local churches.  Any given Sunday, or Tuesday for that matter, I am sure you will find Emmaus people equipping the saints all across churches in the Upstate.  Just one more way we are called to be faithful servants for Jesus Christ.


I trust your summer will be filled with lots of good times, cool days and many moments of equipping the saints.


I hope to see you on July 20, 7:30pm at Covenant UMC for a time of singing and fellowship. Remember, this is a “family thing”, bring your children because after the singing…it’s ice cream time!





De Colores!


BWare, Community Lay Director.





Foothills Emmaus Community


www.foothillsemmaus.homestead.com








Life’s Lighthouse - Truth


A passage of scripture that has been a "lighthouse" in my walk through life, is recorded in John 8:32.  "Ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall set you free".  From the time the Lord gave me eyes of understanding, this passage has stood tall for me as a constant ray of hope.   In fact I believe it is one of the most powerful promises that Jesus ever made.  He said what He was going to do and He did it.  His truths guarantee our future.


Parents, teachers, preachers and friends have reminded me of what the truth stands for as my life has unfolded, almost before my very eyes.  As pressures increased, and the desire to enter into flesh agreements and stretch the truth, I hear those saying, "If the truth were known", or "If you only knew the truth" and I have been tempted to go with what they thought the truth was.   In fact when I observed my Christian counterparts, say, do and act in a way that didn't represent the complete truth, I began scratching my head and wondering, is this okay?  I would look back to John 8:36 and re-establish my faith in the truth.  Even Jesus.  "If the Son therefore shall make you FREE, you shall be free indeed."


That truth has become so embedded in most everything that we do, that God has prospered our family abundantly.  He has allowed us to enjoy a comfortable and stable life style; though it has not been an easy one.   I pray this same environment on all you who read this.  Continuing in this relationship with God has also given us our only real security over the some 69 years of our lives.   It has been full and most satisfying. 


Please take another look at what Emmaus is all about.  What happened to you on the walk?  What happened to the one you sponsored?  And if you have been invited to be a team member, ask the question,  “Why?”   What is motivating you to accept?   Be truthful to yourself, those who have asked you, and your Lord.   Face the truth head on, examine your reasons and motivation.  Let it sink in hard and long.  Finally get up out of yourself and be the Truthful servants in leading others to the truth.  Keep the Truth (freedom) flowing.


That freedom can emanate from our actions as the "law of the spirit of life in Christ Jesus makes us free from the law of sin and death"-Romans 8:2.  By practicing the truth we will always be in good standing with our God and those whom we serve.





DE COLORES!


Bob Everett, Community Spiritual Director








THANK YOU





A special acknowledgment to you, the Foothills community, for your response to assistance with our budget and the costs of our newsletters.  The offering at gathering in June was over $700, one of the largest in our 11-year history.  Many of you have sent in funds indicating you wish for them to be used in “whatever way to glorify God”.   We are thankful our community has heard the call to be faithful servants in building God’s kingdom.  Once again, we are reminded of the kind and generous people who make up the Foothills Community.  God bless you all.





The Foothills Emmaus Board








Sign ups for the service opportunities for the Fall Walks will begin at the August Gathering





� EMBED MS_ClipArt_Gallery  ���





Looking for opportunities to serve?  Helpers are needed for the Candlelight Clean-up after the Men's Candlelight service in Oct. and a former Candlelight Chairperson is greatly needed to be responsible for the Clean-up after the Women's service.  Please contact Jayne Weir (706-886-8242 or email at � HYPERLINK "mailto:jwweir@alltel.net" �jwweir@alltel.net�) if you are available for either.








There are only so many Gatherings and not everyone gets a chance to share their story on how Christ is working in their life on the Fourth Day. What is God leading you to share with the body of Christ? If your talents are telling stories, spin us true tale. If your talents are poetry or song lyrics, pull at our heartstrings. If your talents are doodling, send a cartoon. Consider this a blank sheet of paper and let God lead you in how to express His faithfulness in your life. 





Love Sometimes Costs


It is only a short time until the fall walks, and I would like to encourage everyone to remember that the next few gatherings will be our only chance to


replenish our bank account with 


needed funds for the fall.


As we all know, grocery


expenses have risen and 


the amount that we pay for 


the camp will go up also.  The


money that we contribute 


helps the community pay 


it's bills and provide the 


pilgrims with the type of


walk that all of us have 


experienced in the past. 


With God's help and yours, we will be able to meet all our expenses. Thank you for all that you have done in the past! 





Decolores, 


Jan Suttles








The Purpose of Emmaus





People’s behaviors often change as a result of participation in an Emmaus Walk, especially when the Walk is followed by participation in a group reunion.  Pilgrims show evidence of a greater commitment to the devotional life and the regular practice of spiritual discipline.  Pilgrims experience and share a deep level of caring which Is expressed, in turn, at church and at home.  This desire to share love often takes the form of new commitments to charitable work in the community.  Again and again, pilgrims return to their churches committed to involve themselves more deeply in the life of faith.  Emmaus is often the stimulus for persons who were not previously participants in church school to join a class or to seek out opportunities to study the Bible.  Many, within a few months, become teachers, youth leaders, and workers on mission projects.  Persons from different denominations discover a sense of unity in Christ.  Pilgrims increase in appreciation and desire for Holy Communion.  Among the most heartening effects of Emmaus is the reengagement of men in the life of the church.


The purpose of Emmaus is the renewal of the Church as the body of the risen Christ in the world through the renewal of church members as faithful and committed disciples of Jesus Christ.  Emmaus expands participants’ spiritual lives, deepens their discipleship, and rekindles their gifts as Christian leaders in their churches and communities.  These aims are accomplished not only during the three-day Emmaus Walk, but also through participation in group reunions and Community Gatherings, sponsorship and support of Walks, and service on teams.  Persons who spiritual lives are renewed and strengthened through Emmaus are called to share the grace they receive in their community and to be leavening influences in their local churches.  The purpose of Emmaus is not fully realized during the three days of the event itself, but, rather, in the Fourth Day.
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